Table 1
Records of comets and of GS185 in the Astrological Annals in Houhanshu
	Order

 
	Time of appearance (yr, mo., day)
	Length of the record (in number of Chinese characters)
	Does the record clarify any motion by a particular description for the comet or the guest star? 
	Notes



	1
	AD 22.12.13

-23.01.10
	12
	Yes (it moved to the southeast)
	

	2
	AD 39.03.13
	27
	Yes (it moved to the northwest, faded-out in the East Bi asterism)
	

	3
	AD 54
	40
	Yes (it moved to the northeast, faded-out in the Zigong Xifan asterism)
	

	4
	AD 55.12.06
	38
	Yes (it moved to the southwest, faded-out to the northeast of the Yugui asterism)
	

	5
	AD 60.08.09
	21
	Yes (it moved to the north, to south of the Kang asterism)
	

	6
	AD 61.09.27
	14
	Yes (it moved toward the Guansuo asterism)
	

	7
	AD 65.07.29
	29
	Yes (it moved to the Xuanyuan, Tianchuan, Taiwei and Shangjie asterisms )
	

	8
	AD 66.02.20
	20
	Yes (it moved to the Jian Star and faded-out to the south of the Fang asterism) 
	

	9
	AD 71.03.06
	14
	Yes (it emerged in the Mao asterism and then faded-out at the right corner of the Xuanyuan asterism)
	

	10
	AD 75.07.14
	18
	Yes (it moved to Langjiang and Taiwei)
	

	11
	AD 76.10.07
	22
	Yes (it moved to the Qianniu asterism)
	

	12
	AD 78.01.18
	20
	Yes (it moved to the Zigong asterism)
	

	13
	AD 85.05.20
	24
	Yes (through the asterism Gedao it moved to the Zigong asterism)
	

	14
	AD 101.01.12
	20
	Yes (it moved toward the northeast, the Junshi asterism)
	

	15
	AD 104.05.30
	25
	Yes (it moved west to the Mao asterism)
	

	16
	AD 110.01.09
	16
	Yes (it moved toward the northeast)
	

	17
	AD 110.07.15
	18
	Yes (it moved toward the southwest to the Shangjie star)
	

	18
	AD 117.01.09
	14
	Yes (it moved to south to the Wei and Mao asterisms)
	

	19
	AD 126.03.23
	60
	Yes (it went though several asterisms (Tianshi, Genghe, Zhaoyao,Qiangbang, Zigong, Wenchang, Tailing, Tianchuan and Jishui)) 
	

	20
	AD 132.01.29
	19
	Yes (it moved toward the southwest, in the Qianniu asterism)
	

	21
	AD 133.02.08
	15
	Yes (it "started" from the southwest of the Tianyuan asterism)
	

	22
	AD 141.03.27
	64
	Yes (it moved toward the southwest, Yingshi and Fenmu star, went through the Yugui, Liu, Qixing and Zhang asterisms, faded-out in the Xuanyuan asterism)
	

	23
	AD 149.10.19
	22
	Yes (it moved towards the southeast)
	

	24
	AD 161.06.14
	21
	Yes (it moved to the Xin asterism)
	

	25
	AD 178.08.31
	35
	Yes (it went through more than 10 asterisms, faded-out in the Tianyuan asterism)
	

	26
	AD 180, winter
	12
	Yes (it went to the east, and then faded-out in the Zhang asterism)
	

	27
	AD 182.08.17
	22
	Yes (it went to the east into the asterism Taiwei, and then went to the stars Taizi and Xingchen) 
	

	28
	AD 188.03.16
	18
	Yes (it "conversely" moved to the Zigong asterism)
	

	29
	AD 188.07.28
	19
	Yes (it emerged from the Guansuo asterism, moved to the southwest to the Tianshi asterism, and then faded-out in the Wei asterism) 
	

	30
	AD 191.10.06
	15
	No (while the record clearly identifies the object as a "Chiyou Banner", which surely indicates a comet)
	In AD 189, in a bloody palace revolution, a few thousand people were killed. The following year (AD190) saw the palace burned and the capital forced to move to Chang- An (see text)

	31
	AD 193.12.03
	15
	Yes (it moved to the northeast into the Tianshi asterism and faded-out)


	

	* 32
	AD 200.11.06
	6
	No
	

	33
	AD 204.12.10
	13
	Yes (it emerged from the Dongjing and Yugui asterisms, moved into the Xuanyuan and Taiwei asterisms)
	

	34
	AD 206.01.27
	15
	Yes (it emerged from the Big Dipper, its head was in the Dipper, but its tail directed to the Zigong asterism and reached Polaris)
	

	* 35
	AD 207.11.10
	6
	No 
	

	* 36
	AD 213.01.10
	6
	No
	

	37
	AD 218.04.13
	36
	Yes (it went through the Wuju, Dongjing, Five-Zhuhou, Wenchang, Xuanyuan, Houfei and Taiwei asterisms, its tail directed toward the Dizuo asterism)
	

	GS185
	AD 185.12.07
	30
	No (the record does not specifically state any motion)  
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Fig. 2 Different old forms of the Chinese character "gate" (men). In the first line the three forms come from oracle bones (very ancient Chinese characters carved on tortoise shells or animal bones for divination) dating from the Shang Dynasty (BC 1600-1046), roughly the period when the name Southern Gate first appears. The three characters on the second line are from bronzes made in the Western Zhou Dynasty (BC 1046−771) (The Editorial Committee of The Big Dictionary of Chinese 1986).
